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Abstract

This nmenmp reconmmends that RFC 1643 be reclassified as an H storic
docunent and provi des the supporting notivation for that
reconmendati on.

1. Details

STD 50, RFC 1643 [RFC1643], "Definitions of Managed Objects for the
Et hernet-like Interface Types", and its SMv2 equival ent, RFC 1650

[ RFC1650], are applicable to half-duplex 10 Mo/s Ethernet interfaces
only. Subsequent to the 1994 publication of these docunments, 100
Mo/s, 1000 Mo/s, and 10 Gb/s Ethernet interface types have been
devel oped, and full-dupl ex operation at 10 Md/ s has been

standardi zed. Updates to RFC 1650 have been produced to acconmopdate
t hese new technol ogi es [ RFC2358] [ RFC2665] [ RFC2666] [ RFC3635].
These updates define new M B objects to suppl enment those defined in
RFC 1643 and RFC 1650 and in addition deprecate sonme of the objects
in RFC 1643 and RFC 1650 that are no | onger considered useful. They
al so levy a requirenment for inplenentations of the EtherLike-MB to
support the MAU-M B [ RFC2239] [ RFC2668] [ RFC3636] as well.
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RFC 1643 is an obsol ete specification, overtaken by events. |Its
SM v2 equival ent, RFC 1650, was officially retired in 1998. New

i npl ementations -- even those that support only hal f-duplex 10 M/ s
interfaces -- should conply with in the |atest version of the
specification, currently RFC 3635 [ RFC3635] and RFC 2666 [ RFC2666],
i nstead of RFC 1643. It is therefore reconmended that RFC 1643 be
reclassified as an Hi storic docunent.

2. FEffect on O her Standards Track Docunents

Recl assification of RFC 1643 will have no inpact on the status of any
standards track RFC because no standards track RFC cites it as a
normative reference. An RFC content search made with the tools

avail able at http://ww.rfc-editor.org reveals the follow ng
standards track docunents that cite RFC 1643:

Docunent Title

RFC 2020 | EEE 802. 12 Interface M B

RFC 2358 Definitions of Managed Objects for the
Et hernet-like Interface Types

RFC 2665 Definitions of Managed Objects for the
Et hernet-like Interface Types

RFC 2720 Traffic Fl ow Measurenent: Meter MB

RFC 3635 Definitions of Managed Cbjects for the

Et hernet-like Interface Types

RFC 2020 [ RFC2020] contains DOT12-1F-M B, which is the MB nodul e for
managi ng | EEE 802. 12 100VG AnyLAN interfaces. It refers to RFC 1643
in the context of an adnonition not to inplenent the EtherlLike-MB
for any interface where the DOT12-1F-M B i s inpl ement ed.

RFC 2358 [ RFC2358], RFC 2665 [ RFC2665], and RFC 3635 [ RFC3635] al |
contain updated versions of the EtherLike-MB. They refer to RFC
1643 in the context of explaining the history of the EtherLike-MB,
and the citation in RFC 3635 is explicitly listed as a non-normative
ref erence.

RFC 2720 [ RFC2720] contains the FLOMMETER-MB. It refers to RFC
1643 only in an ASN. 1 comment in the MB nodule. Qrission of that
coment woul d not preclude correct inplenmentation of the MB nodul e.

Clearly, none of these citations are nornative.
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3. Security Considerations

Recl assification of RFC 1643 will not, in and of itself, have any
effect on the security of the Internet.
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6.

Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2003). Al Rights Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it nmay be copied and furnished to
ot hers, and derivative works that comment on or otherw se explain it
or assist inits inplenentation may be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
i ncluded on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zati ons, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into |Ianguages other than
Engli sh.

The limted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assignees.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.

Acknow edgenent

Fundi ng for the RFC Editor function is currently provided by the
I nternet Society.

Flick & Heard I nf or mat i onal [ Page 5]






