Net wor k Wor ki ng Group A. Mel ni kov
Request for Coments: 3691 | sode Ltd.
Cat egory: Standards Track February 2004

Internet Message Access Protocol (I MAP) UNSELECT comrand
Status of this Meno

Thi s docunment specifies an Internet standards track protocol for the
Internet conmunity, and requests di scussion and suggestions for

i nprovenents. Please refer to the current edition of the "Internet
O ficial Protocol Standards" (STD 1) for the standardization state
and status of this protocol. Distribution of this meno is unlimnited.
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Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2004). Al Rights Reserved.
Abstract

Thi s docunent defines an UNSELECT comrand that can be used to cl ose
the current mailbox in an Internet Message Access Protocol - version
4 (1 MAP4) session without expunging it. Certain types of | MAP
clients need to rel ease resources associated with the sel ected

mai | box wi thout selecting a different mail box. VWhile | MAP4 provides
this functionality (via a SELECT command wi th a nonexi stent mail box
name or reselecting the sane mail box with EXAM NE conmand), a nore
clean solution is desirable.
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1. Introduction

Certain types of IMAP clients need to rel ease resources associ at ed
with the selected mail box w thout selecting a different mail box.
While [I MAP4] provides this functionality (via a SELECT command with
a nonexi stent mail box name or reselecting the sane nmail box with
EXAM NE command), a nore clean solution is desirable.

[ 1 MAP4] defines the CLOSE command that closes the selected mail box as
wel | as pernmanently renpoves all nessages with the \Deleted flag set.

However [IMAP4] |acks a command that sinply closes the nail box
wi t hout expunging it. This docunent defines the UNSELECT command for
thi s purpose.

A server which supports this extension indicates this with a
capability name of "UNSELECT".

"C" and "S:" in exanples show lines sent by the client and server
respectively.

The keywords "MJST", "MJST NOT", "SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", and "NAY" in
this docunent when typed in uppercase are to be interpreted as
defined in "Key words for use in RFCs to |Indicate Requirenent Levels”
[ KEYWORDS] .

2.  UNSELECT Command
Argunments: none
Responses: no specific responses for this command
Resul t: K - unsel ect conpleted, nowin authenticated state
BAD - no nmil box sel ected, or argunent supplied but
none permtted
The UNSELECT command frees server’s resources associated with the
sel ected mail box and returns the server to the authenticated
state. This command performnms the sanme actions as CLOSE, except
that no nessages are pernmanently renoved fromthe currently
sel ected mail box.

Exanpl e: C. A341 UNSELECT
S: A341 K Unsel ect conpleted
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3.

Security Considerations

It is believed that this extension doesn't raise any additi onal
security concerns not already discussed in [|MAP4].

For mal Synt ax

The followi ng syntax specification uses the Augnented Backus- Naur
Form (ABNF) notation as specified in [ABNF]. Non-term nals
referenced but not defined below are as defined by [|MAP4].

Except as noted otherw se, all al phabetic characters are case-

i nsensitive. The use of upper or |ower case characters to define
token strings is for editorial clarity only. |nplenentations MJST
accept these strings in a case-insensitive fashion.

conmand- sel ect /= "UNSELECT"

| ANA Consi derati ons

| MAP4 capabilities are registered by publishing a standards track or
| ESG approved experinmental RFC. The registry is currently |ocated
at :

http://ww. i ana. or g/ assi gnnment s/ i map4-capabilities

Thi s docunent defines the UNSELECT | MAP capabilities. |ANA has added
this capability to the registry.

Acknow edgmnent s

UNSELECT command was originally inplemented by Tim Showalter in Cyrus
| MAP server.

Al so, the author of the docunment would Iike to thank VI adi mr Butenko
and Mark Crispin for rem nding that UNSELECT has to be docunented.

Al so thanks to Sinon Josefsson for pointing out that there are

mul tiple ways to inplement UNSELECT.

Mel ni kov St andar ds Track [ Page 3]



RFC 3691

| MAP UNSELECT comand February 2004

7. Normative References

[ KEYWORDS]

[ | MAP4]

[ ABNF]

Bradner, S., "Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate
Requi renent Level s", BCP 14, RFC 2119, March 1997.

Crispin, M, "Internet Message Access Protocol - Version
4revl", RFC 3501, March 2003.

Crocker, D., Ed. and P. Overell, "Augnented BNF for Syntax
Speci fications: ABNF', RFC 2234, Novenber 1997.

8. Author’'s Address

Al exey Mel ni kov

| sode Limted

5 Castl e Business Village
Hanpt on, M ddl esex TWL2 2BX

EMai | : Al exey. Mel ni kov@ sode. com
URI: http://ww. el ni kov. ca/

Mel ni kov

St andards Track [ Page 4]



RFC 3691 | MAP UNSELECT comand February 2004

9. Full Copyright Statenent

Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2004). This docunent is subject
to the rights, licenses and restrictions contained in BCP 78 and
except as set forth therein, the authors retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE
REPRESENTS OR | S SPONSCORED BY (I F ANY), THE I NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE
| NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR

| MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF
THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.

Intell ectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that m ght be clainmed
to pertain to the inplenmentati on or use of the technol ogy
described in this docunent or the extent to which any |icense
under such rights mght or mght not be avail able; nor does it
represent that it has made any independent effort to identify any
such rights. Information on the procedures with respect to

rights in RFC docunments can be found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of IPR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nmade available, or the result of an
attenpt nmade to obtain a general |icense or perm ssion for the use
of such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this

speci fication can be obtained fromthe IETF on-line I PR repository
at http://ww.ietf.org/ipr.

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention
any copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other
proprietary rights that may cover technology that may be required
to inplement this standard. Please address the information to the
| ETF at ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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